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SUNDAY MASS
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:
God is in his holy place, God who unites those 
who dwell in his house; he himself gives might 
and strength to his people.

FIRST READING: 1 Kings 3:5, 7-12.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 119.

RESPONSE:
O Lord, how I love your law.

1. I have said, ‘O Lord, my portion
 is to obey your words’.
 The law from your mouth means more to me 
 than large quantities of silver and gold. ℟
2. Let your merciful love console me 
 by your promise to your servant. 
 Show me compassion, that I may live, 
 for your law is my delight. ℟
3. That is why I love your commands
 more than fi nest gold,
 why I rule my life by your precepts,
 and hate false ways. ℟
4. Your decrees are wonderful indeed;
 therefore my soul obeys them.
 The unfolding of your word gives light,
 and understanding to the simple. ℟
SECOND READING: Romans 8:28-30.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
Alleluia, alleluia! Blessed are you, Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth, that you have revealed to 
little ones the mysteries of the kingdom. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:44-52.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON:
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and never forget all 
his benefi ts.
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CHUR C H  OF  TH E  WOR D

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time  Year A 
Divine Offi ce: Week I  26 July 2020

Moses, Elijah and Christ
Christians approach the Bible conscious 

of the many connections between the 
Old and the New Testaments. Nowhere 

is this more evident than in the account of 
the Transfi guration of 
Jesus on Mount Tabor. 
There we notice that 
two o f  the  most 
signifi cant persons in 
the Old Testament 
appear with Christ: 
“they were Moses and 
Elijah, appearing in 
glory”. Anyone familiar 
w i th  the Hebrew 
Scriptures would know 
immediate ly  that 
Moses represents the 
Law and Elijah the 
Prophets. 

The lives of Moses 
and Elijah had been 
marked by close and 
personal experiences 
of God. Moses had 
several encounters 
with God: at the 
burning bush; the 
Exodus from Egypt; 
but the most intense 
experience of all was 
on Mount Sinai in the revelation to him of the 
Covenant of Love. Finally Moses was privileged 
to have an intimate encounter with God from 
a cleft of a rock on the holy mountain: “I shall 
take my hand away and you will see my back; 
but my face will not be seen”. Moses was not 
just a liberator, he also embodied the Holy Law 
and handed it on to the people of Israel and to 
the world.

Elijah the prophet had not only exposed the 
many false prophets of Baal but he too had an 
intimate experience of God at Mount Horeb. 
He was instructed by God to leave his hiding 
place and stand on the mountain “for at that 
moment Yahweh was going by”. Elijah did not 
fi nd God in the hurricane, nor in the earthquake, 
nor in the fi re, but in a light murmuring sound 
“and he covered his face with his cloak” and 

then spoke with God (1 Kings 19:9-18). 
Elijah’s prophetic vocation was to reassert the 
supremacy of Yahweh as the one and only God. 
In his life and work he received the Message of 

God and handed it on 
to others, becoming 
thereby a  great 
prophet.

 On Mount Tabor, 
Moses and Elijah in 
the company of Jesus 
were “speaking of 
his passing which he 
was to accomplish 
in Jerusalem” (Luke 
9:28-36). The veil 
which hid the divinity 
of Christ was lifted 
and Jesus was seen 
in his glory, giving 
Peter, James and 
John a glimpse of 
what was to come 
in the Resurrection 
of their Lord. The 
conversation between 
the t ransf igured 
Christ, Moses and 
Elijah concerned his 
passover through 
death into the full-

ness of glory in his humanity.
Consider the connections. Moses handed on 

the Law, Jesus gave Grace and Truth. Moses 
had given manna in the desert; Jesus gave his 
body and blood for the life of the world. Moses 
lifted up the bronze serpent in the desert to cure 
those bitten by living serpents; Jesus was lifted 
up on the Cross to draw all humanity into the 
Kingdom of God.

Elijah vanished from the earth “in a chariot of 
fi re” driven by horses of fi re… and Elijah went 
up to heaven in the whirlwind” (2 Kings 2:1-11). 
Jesus ascended into heaven “a cloud took him 
from their sight” (Acts 1:9).

To understand Moses and Elijah and all the 
Hebrew Scriptures is to understand the mystery 
of God’s fi nal revelation in Jesus Christ, his own 
Beloved Son.

12th Century icon of the Transfi guration 
at St Catherine’s Monastery, Sinai

Live the Word 
T H E  W E E K  A H E A D

(KEY: SOLEMNITY; FEAST; Memorial; (Optional Memorial)
P=Pope; M=Martyr; B=Bishop; D=Doctor; Pr=Priest

Mon 27 Jul  Liturgy of the Day
Jeremiah 13:1-11; Deut. 32:18-21; Matthew 13:31-35
A seed contains such mystery, with its potential to 
break open and pour out life. We, too, grew from a 
seed, and like the mustard seed we are fi lled with 
endless possiblities for growth.

Sun 2 Aug 18TH SUNDAY  IN ORDINARY TIME
Isaiah 55:1-3; Psalm 145; Matthew 14:13-21
What do you want to present when you face the 
Lord: a list of what you owned, or a list of whom you 
loved? Lord help me to clear away the stuff that 
keeps me from you and other people.

Sat 1 Aug  St Alphonsus Liguori, BD
Jeremiah 26:11-16.24; Psalm 69; Matthew 14:1-12
To Jeremiah, prayer was not just a matter of petition-
ing or thanking God. It was an intimate sharing of the 
soul. Whatever his tensions, he brought them to God. 
Be honest with God in your prayer.

Fri 31 Jul  St Ignatius of Loyola, Pr
Jeremiah 26:1-9; Psalm 69; Matthew 13:54-58
A prophet is one who speaks for God. Like Jeremiah, 
ask God to anoint you with words that both challenge 
and bless, so that you can be a healing presence in 
our suffering world.

Thu 30 Jul (St Peter Chrysologus, BD)  
Jeremiah 18:1-6; Psalm 146; Matthew 13:47-53

Worried, unhappy or dissatisfi ed about where you are 
in your life? Do you know that being exactly where you 
are is right where you are supposed to be. God is with 
you in whatever place or situation you fi nd yourself.

Wed 29 Jul St Martha
1 John 4:7-16; Psalm 34; John 11:19-27
Martha had the courage to take her agenda to 
Jesus, instead of just stewing about it. Because he 
loved her, Jesus could speak directly to her problem 
and begin the process of healing. So too with us.

Tue 28 Jul (St Victor I, PM)  
Jeremiah 14:17-22; Psalm 79; Matthew 13:36-43
When we fi nd ourselves in a low place we begin to 
realise how much we need to be robed in God's 
compassion, but perhaps just as important is learning 
how to offer our own compassion to our weaknesses.
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To order email orders@rpp.org.za, or order 
directly from our website www.rpp.org.za.

R70
plus delivery

In this book Larry 
Kaufmann explores 
the grace of the Holy 
Spirit at work in 
very human realities 
such as depression, 
illness, suffering 
injustice, loneliness, 
and relationship 
breakdown. Each 
chapter includes 
practical suggestions 
for prayer.


